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Domestic Servitude in Post-Civil War
Historic House Museums

hen one thinks of historic house museums, the mind typically conjures up images of grand
houses and wealthy, famous families. However, the lifestyles interpreted in these museums
were made possible by domestic staff. Domestic servitude has been a staple of wealthy and middle-
class homes in the United States since before the beginning of the nation, but historic house museum

scholars have found that interpretation of servants’ lives in post-Civil War sites is either completely
missing or lacking depth (Lanier and Herman 1997, 40).
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